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For Immediate Release

Hospitals for Humanity returns from Haiti concerned about the fate of Haitian amputees

Chicago, IL -- 27 January 2010-- “We saw a lot of crushing and penetrating wounds. There were so many young people who needed amputations but refused them, because of the low status of amputees in Haitian society,” said Segun Ajayi, CEO and founder of Hospitals for Humanity (HFH). “HFH plans to make several more trips to help the people of Haiti. We need to bring physical therapists, prosthesis specialists, physiatrists and more medical supplies on our future trips.” HFH will return to Haiti on the 19th of February 2010. This seven-day trip will focus on the needs of the amputees. To donate, please visit hospitalsforhumanity.org.

Hospitals for Humanity, a not-for-profit organization known for its medical mission trips to Africa, took a 59-member volunteer team to Carrefour and Port-au-Prince Haiti last week. Volunteers paid for their own flights to Miami. HFH used donations to charter an Insel Airlines Jet, which carried the group from Miami to Haiti and back.

HFH brought an orthopedic surgical team to General Hospital in Port-au-Prince. Working double shifts over Thursday night into Friday morning, the team performed 4 operations. A fifth operation was cancelled when the patient, a 21-year-old female, refused to have her right foot amputated. 

Other members of the HFH team set up a temporary clinic on campgrounds belonging to Grace International, a non-denominational Church in Carrefour, Haiti. Thousands of families displaced by the earthquake were living on the church campgrounds when the HFH team arrived on Thursday January 21st, 2010. News of the HFH clinic spread throughout the 100-acre campground by word of mouth. HFH triaged and treated over four hundred patients during their two-day stay at the campground. Triage teams routed patients through the HFH clinics to areas for Family Medicine, OB-GYN, Trauma, Wound Care, and Pharmacy. On both days, HFH personnel had to turn patients away at dusk, when it became necessary to close the clinics for the day.


--MORE--

HFH also delivered numerous medical supplies to St. Marc’s Hospital and Surena Hospital, both in Port-au-Prince; the need is still great. The medical supplies were generously donated by Riverside Hospital and Provena-St. Mary Hospital, both in Kankakee, IL.
People can also support HFH by attending “Chicago’s Hope for Haiti” benefit concert on February 8, 2010  @ 7:00 PM at the 10,000 seat House of Hope, 752 E. 114th Street in Chicago. Donald Lawrence and Marvin Sapp will be joined by a roster of artists that includes: John P. Kee, Byron Cage, Karen Clark-Sheard, Ricky Dillard, Vanessa Bell Armstrong, and many more for this benefit concert. Other confirmed artists also include: Maurette Brown Clark, Mark Hubbard & the Voices, The Sweet Holy Spirit Choir, Percy & Gerald Gray featuring (New Direction, Chicago Mass Choir and Joshua’s Troop), DeAndre Patterson and Dr. Bobby Jones. The concert will be emceed by WGRB 1390 AM on-air personalities Pastor John Hannah and Angela Martin. 



